
      Grizzly Gazette 

        Glenmore Elementary Newsletter 

Attendance Reminders: 

Please be sure to advise the office of any 

attendance related issues, not just your 

child's teacher. Thank you. 

250-870-5136 

 

Principal’s Message 

It has been an extremely busy and exciting start to the 

year at GME! Students are settled into their classrooms 

and routines are being established. Ms. Crombie and I 

are very impressed with the caliber of students and the 

commitment of staff and parents.  Our theme this year 

is to “Inspire Hope and Courage”. We will be focusing on 

the Social Emotional Learning of students by introduc-

ing the 7 Habits of Happy Kids as a foundation for 

growth of our students in this area. More information on 

this will be presented throughout the year as staff are 

trained and begin implementing this work. We look for-

ward to another great year at GME. Be sure to check the 

online school calendar for upcoming events. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Brady Ibbetson, 

960 Glenmore Dr, Kelowna BC, V1Y 4P1          

October 

 

 
 

 

Important Dates 

Oct 8– Administrative  

Implementation Day- 

No school for students 

Oct 11– Thanksgiving 

No school for students 

Oct 20– Parent Teacher  

Conferences, students dis-

missed at 12:30pm 

Oct 21– Parent Teacher  

Conferences, students dis-

missed at 12:30pm 

Oct  22– Teacher Pro D Day 

No School for students 

Oct 27– Photo retakes 

https://www.schoolmessenger.com/
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2021-21 GME Staff (new staff in bold) 

French Immersion      English 

Nathalie Risso (K)      Tanya Holloway (K) 

Gisele Jean (K)      Colleen McKenzie (Gr. 1/2) 

Michelle Dumaine/Samantha Zaleski (K)  Michelle MacPherson (Gr. 1/2) 

Julie Mackenzie (Gr. 1)     Julia Walker/Katie Nault (Gr. 3)  

Ashley Dumas (Gr. 1)  Janaya Bundgaard (Gr. 1) Aurora Edwards (Gr. 3) 

Phoebe Cseresnyes (Gr. 1)    Tony Oliverio (Gr. 4/5) 

Michael Chiasson (Gr. 1)     Wade MacPherson (Gr. 5/6) 

Stephanie Godon (Gr. 2)     Sean Duteil (Gr. 6) 

Kelly Roxin (Gr. 2)      CEA Staff 

MC Lecours (Gr. 2)      Mike Sessa (Behaviour Support) 

Laira Jacobsen/ Katie Wihak (Gr. 3)   Rosalina Terai 

Tiffany Molzahn (Gr. 3)     Solmaz Haghihaght 

Claudia Embregts (Gr. 3)     Janet DaCosta 

Erika Vanoyen (Gr. 3)     Ellie Deschner 

Michele D’aoust (Gr. 4)     Nancy Lane 

Alex Hately (Gr. 4/5)     Laurisse Federsson 

Lisa Marques/Chantal Matthews (Gr. 5)  Tracy Prysunka 

Nicole Buchanan (Gr. 5/6)    Kaitlin Fell 

Liz Archer (Gr. 6)      Sheri Minor 

Jesse Gazel (Gr. 6)      Jocelyn Beekman 

Prep Teachers      Nicole Mitchell 

Rhonda Draper (Music)     Office Staff    

Katie Wihak (Fine Arts)     Sheri Smith  (Admin Assistant)   

Dan Brunel (Gym)      Trinity Tompkins (Office Assistant)  

Support Teachers     Audrey Bridges (Indigenous Advocate) 

Stacey Rotheisler (LAT)    Christine Wagenaar (Resource Teacher) 

Joanne Lapointe (LAT)    Lisa Weremy (Resource Teacher) 

Kim Williams (Class Support)   Kelley Dawson (Counsellor)  

Christie Diadio (Class Support)   Monica Nelson (Speech and Language) 
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School Fees 
Thank you to those of you who promptly paid your student (supply and cultural) fees on-line!  School fees of $45 

per child were due September 30th. ($35 for supplies and $10 for cultural performances).  Please go to https://

centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com (or visit the school website and select the link) to register and pay on-

line.  Contact Mrs. Smith  in the office at 250-870-5136, if you need to arrange a payment plan or pay by cash or 

cheque.    

Please advise the office if you are purchasing school supplies on your own.   

The $35 supply fee will be waived once we have been advised, however the $10 cultural fee still applies.. 

The Central Okanagan School District's Appeals Process 
Policy 460 – Appeals states that, "A student or a parent of a student who is entitled to an educational program in 

the Central Okanagan Public Schools may appeal a decision of an employee of the Board of Education which 

significantly affects the education, health or safety of the student". For a complete description of the Appeals Policy 

along with the recommended steps to follow in attempting to solve a problem, please refer to Policy 460 – Appeals, 

that can be accessed from the 'Policies' link under the Board of Education heading on the School District homepage 

(www.sd23.bc.ca). 

The Central Okanagan School District's Financial Hardship Clause 
Within School District Regulations 425R – Student Fees (see www.sd23.bc.ca), the Board of Education has indicated 

"that a student will not be excluded from any educational program due to financial hardship". Clause 8.5 in the 

Regulations provides "Principals are directed to establish a procedure in each school which will allow for the private 

and confidential consideration of financial circumstances of individual students and families. Such procedures will 

preserve the dignity of families who may be unable to pay". Please contact the school Principal if you are facing a 

financial hardship that may restrict the ability of your child to access a school program. 

Student Medication At School 

If you have a child with an allergy or health 

condition that requires medication at school, 

contact the office to complete the required medical forms. 

Parents who have completed these forms in the past are 

asked to ensure this paperwork is kept up-to-date. 

IMPORTANT NOTE! 

Parents, please ensure EPIPENS and all other meds have 

not expired!   The school is unable to administer expired 

Epipens and expired medications. 

 

Thanksgiving 

Schools will be closed on Mon. Oct. 11th for 

Thanksgiving Day.  The staff at Ecole Glenmore 

would like to thank our students for arriving on 

time, doing their best everyday at school, and 

showing empathy toward others.  We’d like to 

thank our parent community for 

the support provided at home.  

Last, but not least, we thank our 

volunteers for their generous 

gift of time to our school and 

students.   

       Happy Thanksgiving!  
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Health and Safety 

Parking 

We again ask the cooperation of ALL drivers who pick-up & drop-

off children at GME.  Congestion at the before/after-school times is 

HUGE!  Consider parking off school property and walking in to the 

school to meet your child please.  Only staff & authorized vehicles 

are allowed in the Staff Parking Lot (marked by a 

large sign).  Thank you for your help with safety!  

Please remember, for safety reasons: No u-turns on Tronson 

Stay Safe 

Fire Drills - 

We hold six fire drills per year:  

three each, in the fall and spring.  

We also hold an earthquake drill and 

a lockdown drill in the fall.   

Earthquake Drills- 

The earthquake drill provides 

students with a procedure to follow 

should they experience an 

earthquake anywhere anytime.   

Lockdown Drills- 

The purpose of the lockdown drill is 

to practice a safety procedure to be 

used in the event that students and 

staff are required to remain in a safe 

location until an all-clear signal is 

given.  Parents and visitors at the 

school during drills will be included 

in the practice.   

 

 

We Care –  We’re Allergy Aware!  

In keeping with our school focus on finding practical ways for students 

to show empathy for others, we are working together to be an 

“allergy-aware school”.  This means we do not bring to school: nuts, peanuts, 

or foods made with nut oils or products. This includes peanut butter 

sandwiches, brownies with walnuts, salads with almonds, cookies with 

pecans, granola bars with  nuts, etc.    Eating or touching peanuts, nuts, and 

nut products can create a life-threatening situation for approximately 1 in 50 of 

our students. We can show we are a caring community by helping to keep our 

school safe for children with this anaphylactic allergy.  The Allergy Aware 

environment includes common areas in the school, and includes the 

playground area. 

Please note: GME is also a “SCENT-FREE” building.  

Sorry, No Dogs Allowed 

A reminder that dogs are not allowed 

on school property.  school grounds 

or into the schools.  Besides student 

allergies and the unpredictability of 

animal behaviour, the mess some 

dogs leave behind is very 

unpleasant for children 

playing on our fields. 

Head Lice 

Head lice are easily spread, especially during hat and scarf 

season.  Parents are reminded that they should check their 

children’s scalp and hair on a regular basis for head lice. To help 

you, photos of headlice are available online at   

www.hsph.harvard.edu/headlice.html 

 

If you find nits or lice on your child’s head, you must notify the school 

immediately so steps can be taken to contain and eliminate the spread of the 

lice.  Children may return  to school after they have been treated at home, 

and all lice and nits have been removed.   

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/headlice.html
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NO SCHOOL for students 

October 8– Implementation Day &  

October 22 – Pro D Day 
Students do not attend school on Fri. Oct. 8 or Fri., Oct. 22. Like 

other teachers across the province, the GME teaching staff will 

be participating in professional development, workshops and 

conferences as part of their commitment to life-long learning 

and ongoing improvement . 

PHOTO RETAKE DAY 

School Photo Retakes will be on Wednesday, October 27 

HALLOWEEN 
Some of our classes will have special activities on Friday, Oct. 29.  

Watch for more information in class newsletters or student 

planners with regards to Halloween this year.  If costumes are 

involved, please make sure they are not too scary for our 

younger students to see and not too cumbersome to wear at a 

desk during the day.  No toy weapons (guns, 

swords, etc) please.  If make-up is worn as part 

of a costume, it is important that it will not 

come off on the student’s hands or books or 

cause irritation.               

HALLOWEEN TIPS 

1. Use make-up instead 

of masks for good 

vision. 

2. Don’t share wigs or hats with others. 

3.    Avoid costumes with pieces that could 

cause tripping or entrapment. 

4.    Carry a flashlight after dark and walk   

with a grown-up. 

5.  Say thank you for treats.  

6. Have a grown-up check your treats. 

7.  Don’t bring treats with nuts to school. 

     The Sports Report 

Gr. 6 Boys and Girls Volleyball 

BOYS - Mr Hately: practices Tuesday 7:40-8:20 am 
      Thursday 2:40-3:40 pm 

Girls - Mr Mac and Mme Jacobsen:  
  practices Monday 2:40-3:40 pm  
     Wednesday 7:40-8:20 am 

 TERRY FOX WALK 

Our annual Terry Fox Run was on Thursday, September 

23rd. Thank you so much for all your wonderful 

donations. We raised $1321.75 !!!! 

OPEN GYM with  

Mr. Sessa 

Gr. 6 — Mondays 

8:00—8:25 am 

Gr. 4 and 5 — Thursdays 8:00—8:25 am 

Gr. 2 and 3 — Fridays 8:00—8:25 am 

The First 50 students will be welcomed 

into the gym for supervised open gym 

activities. Bring your inside shoes and 

wash your hands prior to entering the 

gym. 

October 20 & 21 – Parent 

Conferences — Early Dismissal 
Students will be dismissed at 12:30 pm on 

these days. Please pack a snack with your 

child. Teachers will arrange for 

Parent Conferences via Zoom 

or telephone on these days.  
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BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

Students in grades 4 to 6 will be able to sign up to join "Battle of the Books" during the week of  
October 4—8,. Listen to morning announcements to find out about a short lunchtime meeting. The 
main goal of this program is to have fun reading! Another goal is to challenge students to read a variety 
of books and to think about what they are reading. There are nine books per 
grade level that students will commit to reading between now and early March. 
More information about the "battles" will be sent home to students that choose 
to sign up. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Left– Mme D’aoust Battle of the 

Books Tasting Room 



 

Ecole Glenmore Elementary                                      October 2021 Newsletter 

Truth and Reconciliation Week 

Classrooms participated in a number of different activities to honour and recognize 

the Indigenous Peoples and their contributions to our society, as well as the 

atrocities that occurred in Residential Schools. Marques and Matthews Truth & Rec-

onciliation  orange rock painting with CST George Minshull and Mme Bridges. 

Marques and Matthews Truth & Reconciliation  orange rock 

painting with CST George Minshull and Mme Bridges. 
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STEM with Sarah Bendall– Oliverio’s class 

Mrs. Bendall has been doing STEM activities 

with a number of our Intermediate classrooms 

on Mondays and Friday. What a great experi-

ence for the kids and thank you so much, Sarah, 

for your time and energy putting this on. 
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